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You can find womonspace at: 

Audrey’s Books, B&D Emporium, Earth’s General 
Store, Greenwoods’ Bookshoppe, Pride Centre of 
Edmonton, Prism, Planned Parenthood, Roxy 
Theatre, The Roost, Womonspace dances 


womonspace is a publication of the 
Womonspace Social and Recreational 
Society of Edmonton, a non-profit vol- 
unteer organization. Our purpose is to 
inform and entertain our members and 
other interested lesbians. 


The opinions expressed in womon- 
space do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the Womonspace Board. 
The events, organizations and estab- 
lishments publicized are not necessarily 
supported by womonspace. 


Material submitted becomes the prop- 
erty of womonspace. We reserve the 
right to edit for length and content, 

and to refuse publication. Submissions 
will be published on Womonspace’s 

website, unless otherwise agreed. 
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balance 


au the world of today when chaos 
J and frustration rule our days, all I 
hear people talk about is balancing 
their life. I remember a time when bal- 
ance was something you did to your 
cheque book, not your life. When the 
heck did all that change? When did we 
become a society that is driven by the 
clock and the need to make the almighty 
buck? Well, I think each of us can 
answer that question for ourselves. 
When was the last time you took just a 
minute to stop and smell the flowers? 
When was the last time you took time to 
stop for a coffee and actually sat in the 
coffee shop, sipping your coffee and 
watching the world go by? Where were 
you instead? Right in the middle of that 
rat race, trying to drink your too hot 
cup of coffee from a paper cup and read- 
ing the paper and talking on the phone 
and and and ... Yikes, you are living in 


I thought maybe I should take a 
serious look at this subject and provide 
my dear readers with some fabulous 
insights, profound and earth shattering. 
Then I thought, nay, why mess with the 
formula that has worked for me in the 
BastwSO ULiVel Oflss.. cos: 

Brat advice for achieving balance in 
your life: 

1. Get over yourself. You are not the 
center of the universe. 

2. Take stock of your life. No I don’t 
mean your stock market portfolio. 

3. Look at your life and figure out 
what is really important to you. 
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Balance—The Ultimate Goal 

by The Brat 
If it’s money, more work for you. 
If it is life, you are moving down 
the right path. 

4. STOP. No really I mean STOP. 
Each day STOP for 5 minutes. Do 
this for a month. Just take 5 
minutes out of your day (not when 
you are sleeping either) and do 
nothing but look around you and 
take in the sights, the smells, the 
sounds. Take in life. 

5. Make a plan, an achievable plan, 
to slow down just a little bit. It 
doesn’t have to be extravagant, 
just a few minutes each day to just 
enjoy life, be grateful for what you 
have and for who you are. Treat 
yourself. 

6. Balance does not come easily. You 
have to be conscious of the fact 
that you are working towards 
achieving this goal and THEN 
YOU JUST NEED TO DO 


So, STOP! No, just STOP! Breathe in 
slowly, breathe out slowly. Okay, now 
read on! This is heady stuff so just be 
prepared here. 

Balance comes from within, not from 
the outside. Balance comes from the 
knowledge of ourselves, not the knowl- 
edge of others. Balance comes because 
it is what you want, desire and work 
towards. 

Want Balance......... Think it, live it, 
love it!¥ 


FERRON’S TURNING INTO BEAUTIFUL 


(www ferrononline.com) 
Ferron’s Turning into Beautiful is her first new studio album since 1996’s Still Riot 
and has been tagged as “Driver’s Big Sister.” Featuring the band from the Driver ses- 
sions, along with the guitar player from Shadows on a Dime and the drummer from 
Testimony, the disc features exquisite melodies and mature lyrics with Ferron’s 
impeccable sense of phrasing and amazing imagery. 


La, 


L WORD SEASON THREE NEWS 


(www afterellen.com) 


Laurel Holloman indicated in an interview with TV Guide this week that Jennifer 
Beals’s pregnancy would not be written into the show (yay!) and that “everyone’s 
back” next season, including Helena (um...yay?). In other L-News, Guin Turner 
won't be writing for the show next season, and Ilene Chaiken will be directing some 
of next season’s episodes. 


ANGELINA’S LOVERS 


(iww.afterellen.com) 
Angelina Jolie talks about dating 
women in the new issue of Vanity 
Fair. “Ever since I dated a woman, I 
know what it is to grab a curve,” she 
says, adding “skinny’s not right when 
the lights are low.” Jolie also talks 
about her preference for relationships 
that are more casual than committed, 
and says that “Women are much eas- 
ier about having a lover than men.” 


Two things, Angelina, honey: first, 
where are you meeting these women 
who want casual relationships? 
‘Cause that lesbian U-Haul joke per- 
sists for a reason, in my experience. 
And second: have you looked at 
your skinny self in the mirror lately? 
Homegirl could stand to eat a sand- 
wich or two herself. I’m just sayin’. 
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saturday, july 16 
Carol Cattell Classic 2005. Country 9 
Golf Course, Bashaw, AB. Sponsored 
by Womonspace. Contact 
dwduck@telusplanet.net for 
more information. 


thursday, july 28 to monday, july 31 
Camp Fyrefly Youth Leadership 
Retreat for youth ages 14-24. Bennett 
Centre. Canada’s only LGBTQ youth 
leadership retreat. Visit 
www.ualberta.ca/~outisin for more 
information or to make a donation 


sunday, august 21, 8 am 
Womonspace Slo-Pitch Tournament. 
Registration: Womonspace members 
$7.00 and non-members $10.00. Send 
your registration to Womonspace, Box 
128, Main P.O., Edmonton, Alberta, 
TSJ 3K4. Include your name, phone 
number, email, what caliber of player 
you are, and age. For more 
information call or email Norma at 
461-6306 njmac@shaw.ca or Tina at 
423-9925 fixitina@shaw.ca 


saturday, august 27, 10 am 
Womonspace Board Meeting at the 
Pride Centre of Edmonton (10010 109 
Street). Come and share your ideas. 


£3 


saturday, september 17, 9 pm to 1am 
Womonspace Dance at Bellevue 
Community Hall, 7308 - 112 Avenue. 


saturday, october 15, 7 pm to 1 am 
Womonspace Annual General Meeting 
and Dance at Bellevue Community 
Hall, 7308 - 112 Avenue. 
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september’s topic... 


PETES 


your yearly chance to brag! 


maximum SOO words 
text and photos by august 10 
womonspace@hotmail.com 


focusing on 
women’s health 


i River rf Ki Chats 


Kjierstin Hubka 
registered Shiatsu therapist 


180.233.4755 


splinters from the board 


Musings From the President 


hank you to everyone who partic- 

ipated in the smashingly success- 

ful June 12th coffee house, with 

special bouquets going to the perform- 
ers, Prism Bar and Grill and volunteers. 
A review is being conducted on the 
hosting and maintenance of the 
Womonspace web site. Meetings will 
be conducted to determine what service 


levels will best meet the cyber needs of 


the organization. Having said this, I 
would like to extend a huge thank you 
to Jan and the individuals before her 
who managed the Womonspace web 
site as volunteers. It is unrealistic to 
expect volunteers to continue to man- 
age the web site, and we look forward 
to offering an enhanced level of service 
under a paid contract agreement. 

Don’t miss out on the summer activ- 
ities being sponsored by Womonspace. 
Join in the golf bonanza on July 16 in 
Bashaw or come out for some slo-pitch 
action on August 21st. Contacts for 
these events are listed in the pages that 
follow. 

Mark your calendar for the fall dances 
that have been planned on the following 


dates: September 17th, October 15th 
and December 10th. These dances will 
be hosted at a new venue: Bellevue 
Community Hall, 7308 112 Avenue. The 
Annual General Meeting will precede the 
October 15th dance and the December 
10th dance will be a celebration of 
Christmas. 

We continue to seek your input on 
programs and services that you would 
like to see Womonspace sponsor and 
host. Please complete a questionnaire, 
which you will find enclosed in this 
newsletter and return it by July 15th to 
PO Box 128 STN Main, Edmonton, 
Alberta, T5J 2G9. 

It is with regret that I announce the 
resignation of our Newsletter Editor, and 
with optimistic hope that I look to one of 
you to step forward and volunteer for 
this position. Please contact us by phone, 
email or letter if you are interested in 
serving as the Volunteer Newsletter 
Editor on the Womonspace board. 

There will not be any newsletter in 
August; the next issue will be released 
in September. 

Until then stay well and enjoy your 


summer! 
—Norma 


maximum SOO words — 
text and shes by september 10 
onspace@hotmail.com 
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SECRETS 


BAR AND GRILL 


10345-106 ST. PH: 423-5592 
MONDAYS 


$3.00 Coronas and all you can 
eat pasta for $7.25 


| TUESDAYS 


Karaoke 


THURSDAYS 


Music Sports and 
drink specials 


| SATURDAYS | 


Progressive 
highballs 
starting at $1.50 = ‘S 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY - DJ. 


UPSTAIRS - BAR AND BISTRO 
W/POOL TABLE AND FULL MENU 


DOWNSTAIRS - DANCE FLOOR 
AND POOL TABLE 
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Community news 


Wind-up for the First 
Ever Womonspace Slo-pitch 
Tournament 


n Sunday, August 21st you are 
( Deed to join other slo-pitch 

cronies to indulge in a fun-filled 
day of slo-pitch, which is sure to be 
accompanied by laughter, prizes, refresh- 
ments, sportsmanship and fun! Everyone 
is welcome—just make sure that there 
is no foul play!! 

Co-ed teams will be formed and 
games will be scheduled one week prior 
to the tournament date. Everyone is 
asked to please report to the tourna- 
ment location at 8:00 AM on Sunday 
August 21st. 

Mail in your registration to 
Womonspace, Box 128, Main P.O., 
Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 3K4. Be sure to 


Name(s) 


Address 
City 


Phone 


12 month membership fee: 


New Member 4) Renewal 


I would like to be a volunteer 


ee ee 
xz 


a 

Q 

O Please mail my newsletter to my home 

Q I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events 
O 

QO 

O 


include your name, phone number, email, 
what caliber of player you are, and age. 
Registration cut-off is August 12, 2005. 

The registration fee is $7.00 for 
Womonspace members and $10.00 for 
non-members, payable to Womonspace 
when you submit your registration. 
Team registrations are welcome at $7.00 
for Womonspace members and $10.00 
for non-members. 

Please let us know if you have equip- 
ment (bats and bases, for example) that 
you would make available for the tour- 
nament. 

For those of you who haven’t played 
in awhile—dust off those gloves—and 
those who have, don’t miss the tourna- 
ment of the season!!! 

For more information call or email 
Norma at 461-6306 njmac@shaw.ca or 
Tina at 423-9925 fixitina@shaw.ca¥ 


1 ROSS GHA | GONER | RSE GREE RN SRD ER GRE GRE IGS ENE SINS EE GEE ND SENS ENE SEERA SRS SMES MEESTER 


membership form , 


(Confidentiality Assured) 


Postal Code 
E-mail 


$20/single or $30/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


I 
E 
i 
i 
f 
i 
t 
i 
i 
f 
Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, Alberta TS] i 
3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 
H 

t 

i 

I 

t 

i 

I 

I 

I 


(4 Associate 


Total Enclosed: 


$ 


I would not like to be a volunteer at dances and events 
I would like to receive a copy of the Womonspace Constitution 
I would like to receive notification of community events via e-mail 


The personal information contained on this form is being collected for the purpose of confirming memberships and selecting 
volunteers to serve on Womonspace committees. This information will be used only for its intended purpose. i 


mee ies 
SS SS Sk SF SS A A SS Gk Ae A RRS SSE SS ES SM AGS SS SE SS SE ST SE Se a oe a oe me 
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@ REMIK 


Real Estate 
Independently Owned and Operated 


Deanna Vath ».a. 
Agent ¢ Le ” MONDAYS ave 
Bus: (780) 488-4000 _ Hooters! 


#100 - 10510 - 121 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5N 1L4 - Oa Wy 
Fax: (780) 426-5700 -. | _ YARAOLE with NEON) 
Toll Free: 1-800-275-8191 
Email: deanna@edmontonproperties.com 


Q) fradhys and saturdays 
10524-101 Street 


Foy move info call Wo—oo028. 


GONQUIN TRAVEL 


City Centre 
429-2233 


TOLL FREE: 1-888-255-0515 


OFFERING THE ALTERNATIVES 


YOU WANT ete encase RIL EEROU tie 
B & D EMPORIUM EDMONTON 
FOR THE HOLIDAY 101-11745 JASPER AVENUE 
YOU DESERVE! EDMONTON AB 


780-428-LTHR 
email us at 
corinne @algonguintravel.com www, bdemporiumedmonton.com 


FETISH, LEATHER, LATEX, GOTHIC, PUNK 
AND CUSTOM CLOTHING 
BOOKS AND TOYS FOR ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES 
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community news 


Historic Vote 


House of Commons Passes Equal 
Marriage Bill! 
by Alex Munter, National Co-ordinator, Canadians 
for Equal Marriage (www.equal-marriage.ca) 
n June 28, the House of Commons 
passed Bill C-38, the equal mar- 
riage bill, by a vote of 158-133. 
This is a proud and exciting day to be a 
Canadian. Just days before the Canada 
Day holiday, we have affirmed once again 
our world-wide reputation as a country 
that is open, inclusive and welcoming. 
It’s been a busy two years since the 
first legal same-sex marriages. And it’s 
been a busy two years—cross-Canada 
hearings of the Justice Committee, eight 
court decisions, one Supreme Court ref- 
erence, one election campaign, three 
House of Commons votes, six months 
of debate on the Hill. It may be a lot of 
things, but fast isn’t one of them! 
Even the National Post says “the 
marriage debate has had its day.” 
Equality opponents have been clear 
on their strategy. They wanted to run out 
the clock on this Parliament. They knew 
a solid majority of current MPs support 
the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
They wanted to bring down the govern- 
ment before it had an opportunity to pass 
equal marriage legislation. They flooded 
MPs with messages from a vocal minor- 
ity that wanted the decision delayed. 
But with your help, we are at last on 
the threshold of full marriage equality. 
All that remains is passage by the Senate. 
An April Environics opinion poll 
showed that 76% of Canadians— 
including 70% of Conservative Party 
supporters—believe that it’s time for 
Parliament to decide the issue, rather 
than drag it out further. 
By way of background, the bill was 
approved in principle by the House in a 
164-137 vote on May 4. 


On Monday, June 6, anti-equality 
MP Pat O’Brien left the Liberal Party. 
He threatened to use all democratic 
means, including defeating the govern- 
ment, to stop the bill. Other dissident 
Liberals are threatening to help him. 

On June 16, the C-38 Legislative 
Committee finished its work and reported 
back to the House of Commons. 

On Thursday, June 23, Parliament 
voted to extend the session indefinitely, 
to allow passage of both the budget bills 
and the equal marriage bill before sum- 
mer. The budget bill was then passed, 
leaving only the equal marriage legisla- 
tion to be dealt with. 

In an urgent e-mail alert recently, the 
Defend Marriage coalition advised its 
supporters that “pro-marriage MPs, of 
all parties, can also still kill the bill by 
defeating the government in a future 
non-confidence vote (whether next week 
or three months from now). We need to 
strongly and respectfully convince lead- 
ing pro-marriage Liberal MPs that they 
must be willing, on this issue, to bring 
down their government for the greater 
good of Canada. They can vote against 
Paul Martin, or force Bill C-38 to be 
withdrawn.” Defend Marriage has 
launched a new campaign to achieve 
these ends. 

Equality opponents are massively 
well-funded and well-organized. They 
want to drag this issue out as long as 
possible. They will continue their fight 
in the Senate. 

Stephen Harper has long demanded 
that elected officials, not judges, decide 
this issue. Ironically, he has pursued a 
course of action designed to prevent 
Parliament from deciding. That fight 
continues in the Senate. And even as the 
House of Commons passed the equal 
marriage bill, Mr. Harper pledged to 


article continues on page 14... 
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balance 


Balance 


by Cherry Hood 
# {Ihave learned anything about bal- 

f ance, it is that imbalance cannot be 

ignored. Prolonged periods of imbal- 
ance in my life have resulted in disaster, 
materializing as failed relationships, 
physical illness and unhappiness. 

I hope to improve my level of balance 
through honest self-evaluation, hard 
work and proactive change. However, 
if I achieve true balance in my life, I 
know the work will not come to a stop. 
Balance takes constant nurturing or, like 
its cousin happiness, it will slip away. 

Many of us have seen this tidy for- 
mula to achieving balance: Balance = 
Work + Family + Life. While this simple 
approach covers the basics, it fails to 
express the complexities of balance with 
which we struggle. 

The points of balance that challenge 
me include: 

- Providing what others need from me 
(in terms of time, energy, love and 
support), while maintaining an ability 
to provide the same things to myself. 

- Finding work that can support me 
financially, while discovering a 
calling for which I am passionate. 


for more details. 
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newsletter editor needed 


Womonspace News is looking for a volunteer 
editor for this newsletter! It’s a great way to 
meet people, help out your community, 
develop communication skills, and become 
rich and famous (okay, maybe not, but it’s stilla 


lot of fun). Contact womonspace@hotmail.com 


- Creating a life that reflects what I 
want, while dealing with the pressures 
of what others expect of me. 

- Building a life that provides stability 
and security, yet leaves room for 
adventure. 

- Behaving with my extended family in 
a way that makes them comfortable, 
yet does not deny who I am. 

- Managing every day details necessary 
for physical success, while finding 
meaning through spirituality. 

- Explaining who I am to others in a 
language that they can understand, 
while struggling to avoid defining 
myself with labels. 

- Sharing my hopes and fears with 
others so that they can know me, 
while retaining for myself that bit of 
mystery close to my heart. 

- Achieving progress through learning 
and experience, and knowing when 
to take a pause to absorb and reflect. 


There is no formula that can express the 
complexities of balance for each of us. 
We can only learn to listen to our bodies 
and souls to know when life has taken us 
too far from equilibrium, and to make 
strong choices to bring us back.¥ 


entertainment 


Summer Reading 


One Degree of Separation 


. by Karin Kallmaker 


Big city girl in a small 
town—Liddy Peel has cul- 
ture shock. Marian Pardoo, 
Reference Librarian for the 
Iowa City Public Library, would be 
happy if the woman she’s loved for years 
wasn’t already married. Annoyed by the 
thoughtless out-of-town Liddy, she isn’t 
prepared for the seething passion that 
erupts when Liddy careens into her 
meticulously controlled life. 

Liddy has run two thousand miles 
from a devastating love affair. Now the 
idea of spending the sweltering summer 
watching the corn grow is driving her 
mad. Finding herself lusting after Marian 
the Librarian seems like yet another cos- 
mic jest at her hopeless love life. The only 
thing that keeps her sane is the coffee. 

In a town where everybody knows 
your name, the names of your exes, 
pets, and your third grade teacher, 
Marian is thankful that she and Liddy 
at least don’t have an ex-girlfriend in 
common. One degree of separation is 
too close for comfort. 


Stonewall: The Riots that 


Sparked the Gay Revolution 
by David Carter 


The six days of riots sparked 
by police action in the early 
morning of June 28, 1969, 
against a popular Greenwich Village gay 
bar, the Stonewall Inn, constituted a homo- 
sexual “shot heard ‘round the world” that 
transformed an American subculture. 
Carter’s carefully researched, well-crafted 
writing portrays Stonewall as part of a 
larger civil and human rights movement 
and a spur to the gay rights movement. 
Stonewall precipitated great change— 
the formation of the Gay Liberation 


Front and Gay Activists Alliance, for 
instance—and that leads Carter to examine 
the socio-politico-cultural convergence 
that resulted in the riots. 


Fingersmith 
by Sarah Waters 


Set in a den of thieves in 
1860’s London, this novel 
focuses on Susan, a pick- 
pocket, who is persuaded 
by her cohorts to pose as a lady’s maid 
and infiltrate the household of Maud, a 
young heiress in possession of a large 
inheritance. 


Justice in the Shadows 
by Radclyffe 
In a shadow world of secrets, 
lies, and hidden agendas, 
Detective Sergeant Rebecca 
Frye and her lover, Dr. 
Catherine Rawlings, join forces once 
again in the elusive search for justice. 
Rebecca is aided in her struggle to 
uncover a pornography ring and expose 
its connections to a traitor within the 
police department by a rag-tag team of 
dedicated cops and civilians: JT Sloan, 
a cybersleuth committed to avenging her 
lover’s devastating injury, who walks the 
fine line between justice and revenge; 
Dellon Mitchell, a young police officer 
who discovers an unforeseen talent for 
undercover work; and Sandy, a prosti- 
tute who develops an unexpected pas- 
sion for cops. Ultimately, this secret 
investigation may risk not just their 
careers, but may cost one their life. 


Life's Little Edge 

by Roselle Graskey 

Callan O’Malley embodies 
everything that should scare 
Terri Barclay. O’Malley free- 
= lances as a gun runner fora 
biker gang, the dark secrets of her past 
influencing her present. Thrown together 


womonspace 
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entertainment 


by circumstance and unexpected compli- 
cations of living in the biker world, the 
women’s lives are turned into chaos. 
Loyal friends of past and present, add to 
the mixture which brings the two women 
closer than they ever thought possible. 
Terri, however, is hiding her own secrets. 
Secrets that could very well get her—or 
O’Malley—killed. Terri must walk a 
fine line between what she now wants 
and what she is forced into by her sense 
of duty. She must redefine her approach 
on life and love and acknowledge that 
not everything is as black and white as 
she once believed. She soon discovers 
that living on the edge with a woman 
such as O’Malley can be an exciting yet 
dangerous place. 


TF] Lesbian Pulp Fiction: the 

| Sexually Intrepid World of 

,, Lesbian Paperback Novels 

| 1950-1965 

Katherine V. Forrest, editor 

SJ In 1950, Fawcett founded 
their Gold Medal imprint, inaugurating 
the reign of lesbian pulp fiction. These 
were the books that small-town lesbians 
and prurient men bought by the mil- 
lions—cheap, easy to find in drugstores, 
and immediately recognizable by their 
lurid covers: often a hard-looking brunette 
standing over a scantily-clad blonde or a 
man gazing in tormented lust at a lovely, 
unobtainable lesbian. For women lead- 
ing straight lives, here was their confir- 
mation that they were not alone and 
that darkly glamorous, “gay” places like 
Greenwich Village existed. In the over- 
heated prose typical of the genre, these 
books document the emergence of a les- 
bian subculture in postwar America. 
Some—especially those written by les- 
bians—offered sympathetic and realis- 
tic depictions of “life in the shadows,” 


article continues on page 13... 
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vibes, silicone dills, lubes, latex 


Celebration & 
Empowerment of 
Women s Sexuality 


Mail order catalogue $5 
Secure online shopping 
Store open 7 days a week 
Express shipping 


896 Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC 
T: 604.254.2543 

Toll Free: 1.888. WYM. WARE 
www.womynsware.com 


We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10179-109 Street 
Tel: 428-688 | 


No doctor’s referral required. 
WCB and CRP funded. 


=o) julz3—avaz2) 
Shining star that you are, Leo, a busy social 
summer awaits you. (Is there another kind 
for a Leo?) Patience in late July or early 
August will be needed while you get redi- 
rected—who knows who may be around 
that corner. Let singing Leo Tori Amos 
sooth your anxiousness. 

NR4ZO Cuozs—sepzz2) 
Drop that (almost) obsessive attention to 
detail that makes a Virgo famous. You are 
drawn to spiritual matters this summer. The 
new and full moons this summer bring a 
surprises and an exciting birthday. Perhaps 
Carmen Diaz will stop by to share with you . 
LIBRA (sepz3—octz3) 

Jupiter has been yout sign all year. Summer 
sees you spending extra time and energy in 
your career—you are the one that keeps 
everything harmonious. In August others 
will take notice of your hard work. Like risk- 
takers Susan Sarandon or John Lennon, peo- 
ple will know what you believe. 

SCORPIO Coct2-}- eval) 
Something you thought was resolved requires 
more work. Keep these emotions in check, 
use the energy from the full moon on July 
21 to finally settle by September. It will be 
naught but a memory. Perhaps listening to 
kd lang can help you relax. 

SAGYV ARIS Gnovz2—deca2\) 
Exploring is the key focus for you. You should 
follow yout inner urge to pilot your way into 
new environments, situations and experiences. 
Don’t worry about being self-conscious. 
Just like Margaret Cho, your mouth will 
make up the difference! 

CAPRICORN Gecz2—jant) 


You won't be your usual reserved self this 


Protective that you are and caring of others—time to extend 
some energy on yourself. Is there somebody new in your sum- 
mer causing you to spend money? Watch the bank balance. 

Maybe like Kathy Bates you need to step out of your group? 


summer. Find yourself with a focus on a new 
person and they will be interested. Careful not 
to be too negligent of your job. Pat Benatar 
has some great songs to get you dancing. 

ABNARWUS Canr20—febia) 
This summer will be more focused on work 
than play. Don’t disappear from your 
friends and family. You need to take a break 
after August 17th. Famous Aquarian Ellen 
DeGeneres takes time for a laugh—you 
should too . 

Pisces CLebla—mav2o) 
This summer you will be entertained and 
amused. From around July 21st there could 
be a new suitor. Feed them chocolate as 
Juliette Binoche did in Chocolat or perhaps 
you'll find something better than that to 
show you care. 

ARIES Cmay2|—apr9) 

Always the individual. It's time for you to 
start a new hobby, if so you could widen your 
friendships. Full moon—August could lead 
to something fiery and new—maybe like 
famous Aries Maya Angelou, you could try 
writing. 

TAURUS Capy2o—ma ) 
Stable and reliable, you are willing to stand 
up for a friend or a cause in August. Mars in 
yout sign till the end of July means passion 
and don't fight it—enjoy it. Cute Taurian 
Renee Zellweger. 

GEMIN\ CON ee 

Curious Gemini, look for changes that 
might surprise you this summer. Could be 
the beginning of a metamorphosis. Full 
moon August 19th will give an opportunity 
to express yourself. How would famous 
Gemini Sandra Bernhard do it? 


junez2 — ez 


LEK EK $ 
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this ‘n that 


Carsharing 


by Jeanne Wood 


# love driving. I love the freedom, the 
J independence. But as much as I love 
to drive, I always have these nagging 
thoughts at the back of my mind: driv- 
ing is bad for the environment, it’s an 
unnecessary expense, public transit 
makes way more sense (at least for us 
city dwellers). 

But I’ve found a compromise, one 
that combines the convenience of driv- 
ing and that also lets me support an 
innovative transportation solution. I 
am a member of the Carsharing Co- 
operative of Edmonton (CCE). CCE 
currently owns one vehicle, located in 
Old Strathcona, though we’re always 
on the lookout for energetic people 
who would like to organize branches in 
other parts of the city (Oliver and 
Riverdale are two likely locations). 

There are almost 20 carsharing 
organizations in Canada, in Vancouver, 
Toronto, and Montreal as well as in 
smaller cities (see www.carsharing.ca 
for a complete list). Alberta is the only 
prairie province to have carsharing: as 
well as CCE, there 1s-also Calgary 
Alternative Transportation Co-op. 

How does carsharing work? 
Members book the car on the internet 
in advance, then pay an hourly rate 
($2.50/hr) plus mileage ($.40/km) each 
time they use the car. Members are also 
asked to participate in the running of 
the co-op: everything from cleaning the 
car to processing membership applica- 
tions to renewing the insurance. 

To join CCE, you need a clean driv- 
ing record (minimum of four years 
accident free). There’s a $25 applica- 
tion fee plus the cost of supplying a 
driver’s abstract (about $20). Once 
your application has been approved, 
womonspace 
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you pay a one-time administrative fee 
of $55 and buy four refundable shares 
(worth $400). Members also pay 
a monthly access fee of $10. 

For more information about CCE, or 
if you’re interested in organizing another 
location in Edmonton, contact us at (780) 
439-1912 or edmcarcoop@hotmail.com. 
Our application form and members’ 
manual are available at www.web.net/ 
~cce/.¥ 


Community news 


Summer Reading...continued from page 11. 


while others (no less fun to read now) 
were smutty, sensational tales of inno- 
cent girls led astray. Grande dame of 
lesbian literature Katherine V. Forrest 
presents a rich survey of the best of the 
pulps, including work by Ann Bannon, 
Vin Packer, Marion Zimmer Bradley 
(writing as Miriam Gardner), and many 
others. 


One Man’s Trash: Stories 
by Ivan E. Coyote 


A series of connected stories 
about being queer, search- 
ing out new frontiers, and 
being on the road. The char- 
acters in One Man’s Trash make evident 
the child in all of us, when heroes and 
superheroes won the day. Including the 
hilarious account of an attempted les- 
bian wedding in a Las Vegas chapel, 
and a touching tale of being beguiled by 
an uncle’s independent-minded girl- 
friend, these are stories about being on 
the road: to the northern tundra or the 
southern desert, through cities and 
towns, on horses, in trucks and vans, 
with friends, family, and lovers. In 
achingly personal tones, Ivan Coyote 
paints beautiful and honest portraits of 
life, the road, and the spirits within. ¥ 
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this ‘n that 


Unravelling the Organic 
Labelling Mystery 


by Bernice Kadatz 

rganic food is the fastest grow- 

ing segment in the agriculture 

industry, increasing at a rate of 
25% per year. No longer exclusive to 
health and specialty stores, organic 
food has moved into the mainstream 
grocery stores. The aisles of our stores 
contain products with “organic” labels 
but we also find “naturally produced,” 
“certified organic,” “free range,” “pes- 
ticide-free,” and “biodynamic” labels. 
What do these different labels mean? 

First, we need to understand that all 
food is organic when using the defini- 
tion “of carbon compounds.” However, 
the term organic carries a different 
meaning when used to describe food 
that we find in our grocery stores. In 
Canada we do not have a national 
organic standard as they do in the USA. 
In Canada we have a voluntary stan- 
dard, which means there are no restric- 
tions on the use of the word organic 
when it comes to labelling food. A 
national organic standard is currently in 
the works and draft legislation should 
be in place by 2006. Until then, con- 
sumers have to take the initiative to find 
out what these different labels mean. 

Certified organic is a system of grow- 
ing food without chemical inputs or 
additives. Irradiation is not used during 
processing and the foods are not geneti- 
cally engineered. In the case of livestock 
production, antibiotics and growth hor- 
mones are not used and the animals are 
fed certified organic feed. 

Organic farmers follow guidelines 
set out by accredited certifying bodies. 
Each farm pays an annual fee to have 
an independent inspector review their 
operation and verify that the guidelines 


are followed and an audit system is in’ 
place to trace all activities. After the 
inspection, a report is sent to the certi- 
fying agency and another team reviews 
the application along with the inspec- 
tion report. When all compliances are 
met, the certifying body will issue a cer- 
tificate. Certification is not restricted to 
farmers; all other participants along the 
food handling chain will also require 
certification in order for a product to 
carry the “certified organic” label. 
When you purchase “certified organic” 
food, you have an assurance of how the 
food was produced. 

What do all the other labels mean? 
Not much, unless you personally know 
the farmer or carrier. The “certified 
organic” label gives consumers confi- 
dence that the food they are buying is 
traceable and that the farmer and all the 
handlers in the production chain are 
using the methods outlined by the 
accrediting agency. Without the label, 
you must do much more work to find 
out just how safe your food 1s. 

The next time you are at your local 
farmers’ market and someone is adver- 
tising their produce as organic or cert- 
fied organic, ask them who they are 
certified with. This is the easiest way to 
separate the wheat from the chaff.¥ 


COMmUNity news 


Historic Vote...continued from page 8. 


re-write the law and legislate heterosex- 
ual-only marriage should he become 
Prime Minister, effectively vaporizing 
thousands of marriages of same-sex cou- 
ples. 

Of course, now that the bill has 
passed the House, CEM will continue to 
work hard to ensure passage in the 
Senate, and to keep equal marriage sup- 
porters informed.¥ 
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resource directory 


arts 


List your organization or event here. Call 482-1794 or Womonspace@hotmail.com 


s 


churches 


Circle Dance First Wednesday of the month, 7 PM 
at Southminster-Steinhauer United Church, 
10740-19 Ave. Call Ann at 435-2288. 


Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Call 


479-2038 or visit www.evmchoir.com 


Lesbian Book (lub Reading fiction by and about 
lesbians. Contact Kim at 423-0760 or 
tree_dream@yahoo.ca for info. 


Out is In An arts-based education project for 
youth 24 and under, who may identify as 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, two- 
spirited, questioning, or straight. Contact 
Kristy at outisin@ualberta.ca or visit www. 
ualberta.ca/~outisin 

Women's Drumming and Goddess Chanting Circle First 
Wednesday of every month, 7:30 pM. Call 
Debra at 483-7310. 


athletics 

Curling with Pride No previous experience required. 
Call Lance at 479-2038 or |_d_a@telus.net. 
Visit http://members.shaw.ca/curlingwithpride 


Drop-in Recreational Badminton Wednesdays 6:00 to 
7:30 PM (Early enough to go for a beer after- 
wards!). September through March. Oliver 
School 10227-118 St. All levels welcome 
and encouraged to come and join in the fun. 
Call 465-3620 for more info/leave message. 


(ay and Lesbian Tennis Group We are a drop-in, mixed 
tennis group. All skill levels welcome. Very 
casual, friendly atmosphere with a social focus. 
Contact Jennifer 432-2023 or jhwheaton@ 
shaw.ca 


Lacrosse League Ladies drop-in. Wednesdays 
9:30-10:30 PM at Westmount Fitness Centre’s 
big gym, 12840-109 Ave. Beginners are wel- 
come! Please join us for fun and fitness! Call 


Helen Brooks at 454-4753. 


Making Waves Swim (lub Tuesdays 7:30 to 8:30 PM 
and Thursdays 7:30 to 8:30 PM at NAIT 
Swimming Pool. Call Jan at 454-9987 or 
makingwaves_edm@ yahoo.com 

Northern Titans Mixed bowling league looking for 
new members. We bowl for fun! Contact Joy 
or Kelsi at 922-4302. 

Rainbow Mixed Slopitch Wednesdays, 6:45 pM. 
Drop-ins: $2. Call Tina at 423-9925 or 
fixitina@shaw.ca 
womonspace 
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Affirm United A support group for members of 
the United Church of Canada. Call Therese 
at 446-6176 (confidential voicemail). 


B'nai Hakeshet (Children of the Rainbow) Edmonton’s 
newest GLBT-friendly spiritual centre. All 
faiths, all people welcome. Find the God 
within! Call Miryam at 233-3719 for details. 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Roman Catholics and friends. Call Bernard 
at 451-1794 or Joseph at 481-4218, trainlvr@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 


Lambda Christian Community Church A safe and healing 
space for LGBT Christians and friends. 
Service at 7 PM Sundays at Garneau United 
Church, 11148-84 Ave. Call 887-8611 


www.members.shaw.ca/lambdachurch/ 


Lutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering monthly 
for worship, sharing and friendship. 
Individual support, resources and a safe 
space for spiritual questions. Call 426-0905, 
lcedmonton@lcna.org 


McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 
sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 
10086 McDonald Dr. Call 428-1818. 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes all 
sexual orientations and is an affirming United 
Church. Sundays at 10 AM at 10740-19 Ave. 
Call the church office at 435-2028 or Debbie 
at 987-4974. 


Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and services 
of union. Sundays at 9:30 AM and 11:15 AM 
at 12530-110 Ave. Call 454-8073, uce@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 


community action 


AGAPE A focus group set up to consider issues 
in relation to sex-and-gender differences and 
schooling in the Faculty of Education at the 
U of A. Contact andre.grace@ualberta.ca or 
kris.wells@shaw.ca 


Edmonton Pride Week Society Coordinating the 
annual Pride Festival in Edmonton. 
www.prideedmonton.org 


hangouts for lesbians 

Cafe Mosaics: 10844 Whyte Ave; Organic 
Roots Cafe: 8225-112 St; Prism: 10524- 
101 St; The Roost: 10345-104 St 


leisure groups 


Breakfast (lub Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Robin at 418-1609 before evening of 
the Friday before to ensure your reservation. 


15 


16 


resource directory 


Dykes on Bikes For motorcycle enthusiasts inter- 
ested in meeting others, talking bikes, going 
on fun rides, etc. Everyone welcome, whether 
you have a bike or not. Visit our website at 
www.dykesonbikes.net or call 476-6417 for 
more info. 

Edmonton Women Social activity group meets 
monthly. Call Tracey at 619-9723 or email 
edmontonwomen2002@yahoo.ca 

Inside/OUT A network and social organization 
for LGBTQ faculty, graduate students 
academic, and support staff of the UofA. 
Straight allies also welcome. Contact Marjorie 
Wonham at mwonham@ualberta.ca or Kris 
Wells at kwells@ualberta.ca for details. 


Open Door Club at GMC Weekly meetings, events 
and awareness. odcgmc@msn.com 


OUTreach For LGBT students, staff and faculty 
at U of A. Tuesdays 5 pM, Athabasca Hall. 


www.ualberta.ca/~outreach/ 


The Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose Last 
Wednesday of the month, 8 PM, The Garage, 
10244-106 St. wildrosecourt@yahoo.com 


radio 
Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays 6-7 PM on 


CJSR 88.5 FM. 


support services 

Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 

Bisexual Pride Last Wednesday of the month, 
7-9 pm. 10010-109 Street. Call 488-3234. 


Bisexual Women’s Coffee Group Meets the second 
Wednesday of the month at a bi-friendly 
location. Contact bweoffeegroup@yahoo.ca 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Call Bill ar 422-6207. 


... Continued. 


Free (GLBTQ) Drop-in Solution-Focused Counseling. Available 
at the Pride Centre of Edmonton. Counseling 
is provided by a chartered psychologist and 
two registered social workers. Call the Pride 
Centre at 488-3234 or check the website at 
www.pridecentreofedmonton.org for a listing 
of scheduled counseling times. 


Pride Centre of Edmonton 10010-109 Street. Drop-in, 
counselling and library, 7-10 pm. Call 488- 
3234 or visit www.pridecentreofedmonton.org 
PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of LGBT. Call Lynne at 462-5958 
for more information. 


Spiritual Community For gays, lesbians, bisexuals 
or transgendered people who are hurting, 
feeling lost and alone. Meet with other LGBT 
people of faith who understand and have no 
agenda to convert. Only to care and support. 
No strings attached. No obligations. Call 
(780) 446-8330 or email thecomforter@yahoo. 
com for more information and meeting place. 


TTIQ Alliance Mixed gender support group for 
transgender, transsexual, intersex and questioning. 
We meet at Garneau United Church, 11148-84 
Ave. on the 2nd and last Tuesday of the month, 
7:30-9:30 pM. SOFFAs are welcome on the 2nd 
Tuesday of every month and a special trans youth 
meeting is held on the last Tuesday. Call 718- 
1412, www.members.shaw/ca/ttigalliance/ 
for more information. 

Yours, Mine, Ours 6 Us Support group for LGBT 


parents, co-parents and partners. Call Garry 
at 426-6311. 


Youth Understanding Youth Social and support group 
for LGBT age 25 and under. Saturdays 7—9 PM 
at Pride Centre. Contact yayedm@hotmail.com 


Classifieds 


accommodations 

Quiet country vacation cabins near Jasper, 
AB. Open year round. Call Mary or Carol toll 
free 1-866-817-9700/www.oldentrance.ab.ca 


Pine Trails Getaway near Pigeon Lake. A 
place to go with your partner for some 
private time. A place for women to hang out 
with women. Cabins, trails (don’t forget your 


Classified ad deadline is ¢ pM on August toth. Three lines max. Free to members, $¢ to non-members. Contact womonspace @hotmail.com 


pet), skating, etc., cozy up by the fireplace; or 
get together at the Coyote Howl. Call Geri at 
780-586-0002 or e-mail: pinetrails@telus.net. 


opportunities 

Enjoy oral pleasures with safety. Planned 
Parenthood Edmonton sells dental dams. Five 
flavours are available at the cost of $2 each. 
Call 423-3737 during office hours, Monday 
to Friday. 
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alexis“hlady 
From CASTLES to CONDOS 
..and everything in between 


. Alexis Hiady, Agent ~ Sutton Challenge y : 
201, 6650-177 Street - 8 3 i 8 
Edmonton, Alberta TST 4J5 (780) et 
t 


fx {78G) 444-8017 alexishomes@shaw.ca www.alexishomes.info 


OBL Co LLOYP 
Barrister © Solicitor 


950 Canada Western Bank Dlace 
io 10303 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta ToJ 3N6 

(780) 442-4417 
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MIXED DANCE 


september dance 


saturday, september 17 
~9pmtol am 


- Bellevue Community Hall 
| £ 73908- 1I@Avence 


€all 489-1794 to volunteer. 


OUR MEMBERSHIP RATES: 
Monthly - $5.00 
* 6 Months - $20 
Yearly - $30 
oe wo, Platinum - $100 (1 year of free cover anytime 
a the o - except New Year’s Eve and our Aids Benefit) 


4 DOOR CHARGES: 
After the 2 Sh Sunday - $2.00 (except Platinum Members) 
-Womonspace | 
dance, the Roost % 
is offering free 
cover to anyone ~ 
who submits a ¢ ee Non-Members - Before 10 pm - $2.00 
ticket stub to the @ a. After 10 pm (weekdays) - $4.00 
door staff. | ‘ After 10 pm (weekends) - $6.00, 


Members - Before 10 pm - Free 
After 10 pm (weekdays) - $1.00 
After 10 pm (weekends) - $4.00 


(Although there is free cover until ‘ 42b-3160 


Vekapdnyeme! {> Gent 10345 - 104 Street 


